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of a new birth and a new death; let a man
therefore strive to purify his thoughts. What
a man thinks, that he is : this is the old secretx
(VI, 34). If the thoughts of men were so fixed
on the Eternal or Brahman, as they are on the
things of this world, who would not be freed
from bondage ?' When a man, having freed his
mind from sloth, distraction, and unrest, becomes
as it were delivered from his mind, that is the
highest point. * Water in water, fire in fire, ether
in ether, no one can distinguish them ; likewise
a man whose mind has entered into the Eternal,
into Brahman, obtains liberty/

*Sankara's Analysis of Subject and Object,

We shall now have to see how wonderful a
system of philosophy has been built up with
such materials by the author or authors of the
Veddnta Philosophy. Here the scattered frag-
ments are carefully arranged and systematically

1 Exactly the same idea is expressed by Buddha in the first
verse of the Dhammapada (Sacred Books of the East, x, p. 3):
' All that we are is the result of what we have thought: it is
founded on our thoughts, it is made up of our thoughts/